




MEANDER

she never gets out of control. Most of all

she is l joy to sail and is a very comfbrt-

ab le  and homelv  boat  to  l i ve  aboard .

The m: r in  reason fb r  th is  i s  tha t  we

d idn ' t  a t te r .np t  to  make her  any th ing

other than a trvo-berth boat. True, rve

ciln put rlp two guests ir-r the saloon, but

onl,v or-r the settees.

R i g h t  f b r l v a r d  t h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e

fb 'c 's ' l c  t l . ra t  i s  comple te ly  sea led  o f f

fi'or.r-r the accommodation by a bulkhead,

l 'hicl .r  is accessed through a hatch on

deck. Tl-ren, f i r ther aft ,  there 's a cosv

double-berth cabin r,vith hanging locker'

arnd storvage opposite.

A f t  aga in  i s  the  sa loon u ' i th  a  smal l

f rxed  tab le  seat ing  s ix ,  s tos 'age anc l

bookshelves outboard, and ar sol icl  fuel

stove that burns coal, $'ood, tir cones or

.r lnrost lr) \ ' thiug elsc. Beine f l11-1.ppetl .

i t  c a n  b o i l  a  k e t t l e  a n d  c o o k  t 1 ' r e

d i r r r rc r  shou l r l  rvc  ru r r  ou t  o t 'p roprnc  lo

the  ga l le r , .  L iv ing  as  u .c  c lo  in  a lmost

perpetual summer) s'e don't  get to use

the stove too much, but then \\ 'e return

to l.righer lirtitudes. it is a Godsend. Also

. r f t  i s  : r  l a r g c  [ ' - s h . r p e t i  g t : r l l c r  u  i t h  l

f i r .o-burncr propane cooker that hirs a

grill ;rncl olen, l'hile opposite is a heads

c( )mp; r r tmcr - r t  u ' i th  hand-bas in  and a

B:rbv Blirke \\rC

Or.er tlrc years Meandrr's design has

c v o l r c . l  : r  l i t t l c ,  m a i n l l  i n  t h c  r i g .

O l ig i r . r l l l r ' ,  u ,e  had a  bermudan fu l l v

biltte ncd n'tiz-zen and a yard topsail n'ith

a  shor t  po le  main  mast .  I  fbur - rd  the

mizzert an arvkward sail to stog, and to

rcef, lnd e\rentllally I grew to detest it.

So in tl're winter of 1995 I converted it

to gaff . The neu' gaff sail was cut ftlirh'

flirt s() it's not easily backrvinded by tl-re
r-nain lnd i t  ."r,orks very well .  I t  can be

on deck 37ft (t1,3m)
{|fi 6ln t3.5m}
Sft ({.5m}

reefed in seconds ar-rd is a much nicer sail

to handle . Tl-re secret',vith gaff sails is to

havc trvir-r topping lifts tl-rat can l-rold tl-re

gaff :rll the lva.v dorvn as it's lorvered.

At irbout the sarne t ime we added a

topmast to the mair] and got r id of the

I 'arc-l  topsai l ,  u'hich r 'r .as a l iabi l i tv in a

sea\ \ ' i l \ ' .  Wc then f - i t ted  a  j ib  hcaded

topsail s1-ricl-r has irll the lir-rcs, ir.rclucling

i ts  ha lyarc l ,  pe  rmanent lv  h t rnkec i  on

making i t  rvonderful l ,v easv to use. The

rvorking jib's Wyft6fixm-Mirrtin gear fcll

trptrrt  after three vears so now rve h;rnk

on the jib, rvhich improves its set, :rncl I

can bring the rvhole j ib st l l ,  introlrcl ,

rvl-r icl-r avoids suicidal antics oLlt  ()n the

borvsprit .  Final lv, last vc:rr,  u'e hrrcl to

replacc sor-nc plvrvood thirt  l -racl gor-rc

b a d  i n  t h e  c o c k p i t  s o  t o o h  t h e

oppor tun in '  to  rcduce the  s ize  o f  the

ri'elI u'l.rich h:.rs ir.nproved clrrrinage.

A l l  i n  i l | ,  M c n n d e r  h a s  b e  c n  a r . r

e n o r m o L l s  s L l c c e s s ,  a s  h l s  o u r  c r n i s e

s'l-ricl-r bcern as a r\\-o-\rear jaur-rt after tl-re

B r c s t  9 2  f t s t i v l l  r r n d  1 0  y c a r s  l i l t c r ' ,

i s  s t i l l  go ing  s t rong.  There  l re  severa l

rcasous fbr this: ;-r good lncl cnthusitrstic

bo:-rt-l,if-e is certr'rinly' one. Another is ir

s imp lc ,  c f fcc t i ve  and l 'e  l l  p rovcn r ig

n4rich cirn be n'rirde vourself and, b1' ths

strr-ne token, m:rintainecl trnd re;rtr ired

yourself-. (ierff rig is icleal ir.r tl.ris respect

and u' ire spl icing, sen' ing and lelthering

lre i .r l l  ski l ls that c;ur easi l ,v be lelrnt.

Sir.r.rplicitf is defrr.ritelv the kerr. l)cs;rite

what  we l re  to ld ,  gadget ry  does  no t

make life casie r ancl fr-cquentl.v it mirkcs
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Meandels tender is  a 7f I  6 n la in Oughtred-designed c l inker-ply d inghy bui l t  by Bob himsel f

I t  s tar ted of f  as a two-year cruise,  but  10 years later  Bob and his wi fe are st i l l  going strong



matters worse as it always seems to go
wrong. To our minimal electronics of
VHF radio, depth sounder and small
strip light we have added a handheld
GPS and a tiny l2v fridge unit for the
coolbox. We have a solar panel, which
keeps everything topped up as long as
we turn off the fridge at night and,
since Meand.er can be sailed more or less
anywhere,  we can last  for  months
without running the engine at all.

Before I began building Meand.er, I
built a 7ft 6in (2.3m) clinker plywood
dinghy to an Iain Oughtred design,
which has turned out to be a great little
tender. It can carry four people, tows
well, rows well and is light and portable.
After l0 years of hard use, this l i tt le
dinghy is still in good shape. Meond.ef s
sails have been another success: made by
Andrew Hooper of Newton Ferrers,
Devon, they work well, last well and,
most importandy, are afficrdable.

Good gaffers are enormous fun to sail
and I suppose the best compliment I can
pay Meand.er is that after l0 years and
nearly 50,000 miles, we still get a kick

MEANDER I

The ferro-cement hull with timber fit-out makes for a homely and warm space in which to live

r+t
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The interior is fitted out mainly in larch and mahogany, with some pitch pine coming from llfracombe's pier; which was built in the 1870s

out of sailing her. G
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